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HORACE'S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

(Plates xvii-xxi.) 

I. HORACE AT TIBUR. 

By G. H. HALLAM. 

Horace was born 65 B.C. and died at the age of 57 in 8 B.C.2 
Philippi, where he was a tribunus in the army of Brutus and fled 
ingloriously, " relicta non bene parmula," was fought in 42 B.C; 

and for his opposition at that time to Octavius Horace was mulcted 
by the loss of all his possessions. In Epist. II, ii, 50, the poet. speaks 
of himself as having been " Decisis humilem pennis inopemque 
paterni et laris et fundi," and for the time he became a clerk in a 
quaestor's office. Soon after this, early in 38 B.C. when he was 27, 
he was introduced by Virgil and Varius3 to Maecenas, with whom, 
probably in 38 B.C. he made the "iter ad Brundisium." His first book 
of Satires was published in 37, or perhaps in 35, and already (Sat. I, 
vi, 67) he speaks of himself as one who dined at Maecenas's table 
(" tibi convictor "). In the year 33, or about that time, when he 
was 32, he received the gift of the Sabine farm, perhaps from Macenas 
or Augustus, towards the latter of whom his tone now becomes 
first friendly, then enthusiastic.4 In 3I B.C. came the battle of 
Actium, when it appears from Epode I that he either accompanied, 
or wished to accompany, Maecenas on board his trireme. From 
that time onward Maecenas and the poet were on specially friendly 
and affectionate terms. In Odes, ii, xvii, written about 24 B.C. 

when he was 4I, he calls Maecenas " mearum grande decus colu- 

1 For many of his facts and conclusions the 
writer is a grateful debtor to the late Mr. F. A. 
Searle, of S. Antonio, Tivoli: see his Tibur 
Superbstss, privately printed, Rome, Victoria 
Press, I906. 

2 Table of principal events in Horace's life, 
and of the order of publication of his poems. 

This conjectural table of dates is founded on 
Dr. Bentley's. Other commentators agree genierally 
as to the order of the poems, though they vary 
slightly as to the dates. 
Age of a. C. 

poet. Born 65. .. .. 
23 Battle of Philippi 42 
27 Introduced to Maecenas 38 
28 Satires, i, published . 37 For 351 
33 Satires, ii . . 32 [or 301 
32 or 33 Gift of Sabine farm 33 or 32 

34 Battle of Actium .. 3 
34-35 Epodes .3 1-30 
36-38 Odes, i .. .. 29-27 [Some 

(In the Satires, Epodes and think Odes, 
Odes, i, Octavian is still i, ii, iii, were 
called Caesar. He re- written from 
ceived the title of Augus- 31 to 44 B.C. 

tus 27 B.C.). and publish- 
ed 23 B.C.] 

Age. B.C. 

38 Horace first mentions Tibur 27 

40, 4r Odes, ii . . 25 24 

42, 43 Odes, iii . .23, 22 
46, 47 Epistles, i. .. I, I8 
49, 50 Odes, il . .. 6, 15 

Ars Poetica [? 20, I 9] 

52 Epistles, ii J IIr a 
57 Horace died 27th Nov. 8 

3 cf. Sat. i, vi, 55. 

4 It is true we have no proof that the Sabine 
farm v-as the gift of Augustus; but it is clear 
from Ouetonius that Augustus had a great liking 
for Horace (" Primo Maecenati, deinde Augusto 
in gratiam insinuatus, non mediocrem in amborum 
amicitia locum tenuit "). He offered him the 
post of private secretary (" Augustus ei epistolarum 
officium obtulit "), and wrote to Maecenas, "I 
want to rob you of our friend Horace." Horace, 
however, preferred his freedom, and Augustus did 
not take this independent spirit amiss. He wrote 
to Horace " neque, si tu superbus amicitiam 
nostram sprevisti, ideo nos quoque dvvuarepsj- 

pa voPev; and more than once gave him valuable 
presents (" unaque et altera liberalitate [eum] 
locupletavit "). It seems, therefore, not impossible 
that one of these presents was the Sabine farm. 
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I22 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

menque rerum," and in II, XX, he writes " Ego quem vocas dilecte 
Maecenas." A few years later, in I9, when Horace was 46, Maecenas 
is addressed as " dulcis amice," and the poet is " vates tuus." In 
Epistle I, Vii, 25, Horace has to protest that he must sometimes 
have a fling, away from his patron: "Quod si me noles usquam 
discedere," etc. 

His first mention of Tibur is in 27, four years after Actium, 
and thenceforward his allusions are for the most part to Tibur 

rather than to the Sabine farm, though it is clear that he retained 
possession of the farm. For in Odes, iii, xxix, he invites Maecenas 
apparently to stay with him there. He is " contemptae dominus 
splendidior rei . . . ," and praises his " Purae rivus aquae silvaque 
iugerum Paucorum." About the year 23, when he was 42, he 
evidently had contemplated building on a somewhat expensive 
scale; but resisted the temptation: 

Cur invidendis postibus et novo 
Sublime ritu moliar atrium ? 
Cur valle permutem Sabina 

Divitias operosiores ? (Odes, III, i, 45). 

In/~~~~~~K / !'7iolh1 
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FIG. 5. MAP OF TIBUR. 

This content downloaded from 165.190.89.176 on Sat, 23 Jan 2016 11:24:06 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. I23 

And again and again he appears to have refused valuable gifts offered 
by his friend and patron. In Odes, ii, xvi, written when he was 
about 40 or 4I, he says that Fate had given him the power " malignum 
spernere vulgus." The allusion implied in these words can hardly 
be to the gift of the Sabine farm, which he had received eight years 
before. Though we have no proof of it, the words would seem to 
suggest that new gifts had called forth further spiteful comments. 
About the same time he says (Odes, II, xviii) that he is "satis beatus 
unicis Sabinis," and that he asks his " potentem amicum" for nothing 
more. Again, in Epistles, I, vii, written about the year I9, when he 
was 46, after saying " Tu me fecisti locupletem," he alludes to some 
new gift which had been offered him, in the words " Atride, magis 
apta tibi tua dona relinquam," and goes on: 

Parvum parva decent; mihi iam non regia Roma, 
Sed vacuum Tibur placet, aut imbelle Tarentum. 

About Tarentum and the south of Italy we do not hear much 
more. We may assume that he never settled there. What the 
proposed gift was we do not know; evidently something connected 
with Rome. 

In Odes, II, vi, written when he was 40, he had said of Tibur, 
"Sit meae sedes utinam senectae," and he constantly describes it 
and sings its praises. 

And what description does he give of the Tibur which he knows 
and loves so well ? In Odes, I, vii, written about 27, according to 
Bentley, we have the notable lines: 

domus Albuneae resonantis, 
Et praeceps Anio ac Tiburni lucus, et uda 
Mobilibus pomaria rivis. 

In Odes, III, iv, he speaks of ' Tibur supinum : and in Odes, iirS 
xxix, of ' udum Tibur.' In Odes, IV, ii, he likens himself to a 
Matine bee, as he fashions his verses " circa nemus uvidique Tiburis 
ripas." In Odes, iv, iii, we read " Quae Tibur aquae fertile praefluunt 
et spissae nemorum comae Fingent Aeolio carmine nobilem." Why 
should Tibur have the praise, unless the poet lived and wrote at 
Tibur ? In the Epistles, I, Vii, written when he was about 46 or 
47, he uses for Tibur the epithet ' vacuum.' In the same book (Epist. 
I, viii) occurs the line: 

Romae Tibur amem ventosus, Tibure Romam. 

We may assume that when he wrote this, he was about 46 or 47, 
and he evidently regarded Rome and Tibur as alternative places of 
residence. It is true he does not tell us in so many words that he 
had a villa or other residence at Tibur, but neither does he mention 
that he had a house in Rome: it went without saying. 

What is the impression of Tibur which these passages bring home to 
us ? There are two Tiburs (fig. 5). There was the Tibur which 
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I24 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

faces Rome, overlooking the Campagna at a height of 8oo feet above 
the sea, the Tibur where Brutus and Cassius and the family of the 
Scipios had their country houses, on the south-west side of the hill, 
where the Anio has emerged from the gorge and flows into the 
open country; and again to the north of these, on the Anio's 
farther bank, built out into the plain on wide terraces, with huge 
substructures and long lines of cryptoporticus, is the great ' Villa 
of Quintilius Varus ' (fig. 5), a site still clad with splendid olive 
groves amid the remains of ancient buildings, near the monastery 
of Quintiliolo. A little to the north of this again, still in the open, 
in the " Valle Vassi," are the remains of a great villa traditionally 
ascribed to Ventidius Bassus, Antonius' lieutenant who commanded 
against the Parthians. All these belong to the Tibur of wide open 
spaces and distant views, Virgil's " Tibur superbum," overlooking 
the tranquil and level waters of the Anio in its course towards Rome. 

But there is another Tibur, the Tibur of Horace and, we believe, 
of Catullus also (plates xvIi, xviii) ; the Tibur of Albunea, of the 
grove of Tiburnus, of fruit-orchards wet with the spray of cascades, 
and the headlong fall of the river, " where Anio leaps in foam." 
All Horace's allusions are to this Tibur. He is not one who flings 
his epithets about at random. We may, I think, learn from them, 
and from a study of the ground, precisely where his Tiburtine home 
must have been during the years of his later life, when Tibur and 
Rome were his two places of residence.1 

The Tibur of Horace lay within the gorge (plate xix and fig. 5), 
some 400 feet deep from the upper river-level, into which the greater 
and lesser cascades of the Anio discharge themselves. This is his 
'udum Tibur,' and here we have the ' uvidi Tiburis ripas.' To this 
day the spray from the great cascade, when there is any head of 
water, forms a beautiful white, often an iridescent, cloud, and travels 
far across the valley, although the body of water, tapped for irrigation 
and for the production of electricity, is far smaller now than it was 
twenty or even ten years ago. 

The valley of this Horatian Tibur is very narrow, though it 
spreads out fan-wise at its head; and it extends not much more 
than a mile, from the valley-head to the place below the Cascatelle, 
where it begins to widen out and the waters again find a level bed. 
The three hills which enclose this basin of the Anio are very steep 
and rocky. Thev furnish three possible sites for villas, one on 
each of the hill-sides. The steepness of the slopes and the natural 
conditions would hardly admit of more, in this confined space. 

That Horace lived here we have the testimony of Suetonius, 

1 In the Burlington Mag. for July, 1954, is an 
article on Turner at Tivoli, by Thomas Ashby. 
Its illustrations (A, B) show Horace's Tibur, 

and (C, D) the Tibur superbum just below the 
gorge. 
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HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. I25 

who was born about the time of Nero's death, A.D. 68, less than 8o 
years after Horace's death, and of whom Mr. Mackail says " the 
biographies of Suetonius show considerable research and complete 
honesty." This is what Suetonius says in his Vita Horatti: 
" (Horatius) vixit plurimum in secessu ruris sui, Sabini aut Tiburtini, 
domusque eius ostenditur circa Tiburni luculum" (plates xvii, xix). 
He further states that this ' luculus Tiburni ' was also near the villa 
of Manlius Vopiscus (fig. 5), the luxurious villa described by Statius, 
and clearly to be identified with the extensive ruins in the grounds 
of the modern ' Villa Gregoriana.' It stands near the foot of Monte 
Catillo, over a minor cascade, which to this day retains a small flow 
of water, and between the modern branch of the Anio which forms 
the Cascata Grande, and the river's former course, where some part 
of it still falls into the Grotta di Nettuno, below the temples of Vesta 
and the Sibyl (plate xviii). Statius, in his description of this villa, 
says its buildings stood on both banks, divided by the Anio (" inserto 
geminos Aniene Penates "). The waters there, he says, were tranquil 
and unbroken. They had " the torrent's smoothness ere it dash 
below." 

Ipse Anien (miranda fides !) infraque superque 
Saxeus, hic tumidam rabiem spumosaque ponit 
Murmura. 
Hic aeterna quies, nullis hic iura procellis, 
Nusquam fervor aquis: datur hic transmittere visus, 
Et voces et paene manus. 

The little gorge, across which the villa stretched, was quite 
narrow, as one may see to-day. Statius, then, in his description of 
details, goes on to speak of " emissas per cuncta cubilia nymphas." 
He is fond of using the word ' nymphae' for water, and the phrase 
' emissae nymphae ' evidently means jets of water used for 
keeping the rooms cool, such jets as we shall find indicated in the 
other villa across the valley, of which we shall speak later. 

The villa of Vopiscus, then, stood undoubtedly on the south 
side of the gorge, spanning the river. If we accept the nearly 
contemporary evidence of Suetonius, we must look for the villa of 
Horace on the further side of the ' luculus Tiburni ' from 
Vopiscus's villa, for, as we have already stated, the nearer hill-side is 
too steep and rocky for a villa to have been built on it. 

The ' luculus ' is, of course, the grove where king Latinus went 
to consult Faunus, as .described by Virgil in the eighth book of the 
Aeneid: " Lucosque sub alta Consulit Albunea." In his expression 
circa nemus ' Horace must allude to the lucus, and to some small 

extent of adjacent land. 
The obvious site of the ' luculus Tiburni' (fig. 5) is immediately 

opposite to the original course of the waterfall (plate xviii), where an 
olive-clad and fertile slope rises and gradually widens out, from the 
depths of the gorge, between two narrow ravines, the northern of 
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I26 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

which appears to have borne centuries ago the name of truglia. Near 
the bottom of the slope are still to be seen some fragments of marble 
columns, and three apsidal niches with opus reticulatum, evidently 
built for holding up the hill-side. That point must have commanded 
a magnificent view of the fall, as it was in those days, but with a 
westerly wind must often have been drenched, even more than it 
now is, by the spray. It would, therefore, be unsuitable and impossible 
for a dwelling-house. This is true also of the ground rather to the 
south of that just described, where there are also remains of buildings, 
a vaulted room with three niches. 

But to return to the truglia, in the lower part of it Dr. Ashby 
found more remains of vaulted substructions, one bit cemented 
like a reservoir ; and near its head, where some railway arches now 
are, stood, until a few years ago, the remnant of a grove of ilexes, I just 
below a spring of excellent water on the hill-side. Higher on that 
same hill-side, and near the spring just mentioned, is the ruined 
convent of S. Angelo (fig. 5), where, three hundred years ago-so we 
are told by Antonio del Re, who wrote at that time-sculptured 
columns and fine mosaic pavements were found, and Roman masonry 
may still be traced. This spot is identified by tradition with the villa 
of Catullus. " 0 funde noster, seu Sabine seu Tiburs," says Catullus, 
a phrase of which we are reminded by Suetonius's description of the 
site of Horace's villa (" in secessu ruris sui, Sabini aut Tiburtini "). 
Both sites are within a few stones' throws of the town of Tibur, 
and on the line where the ground begins to rise into the Sabine hills. 

On the further side of the ' lucus,' at a distance from it of about 
200 yards, the nearest point at which a villa could have been built, 
must, we believe, according to the evidence, have stood the villa 
of Horace (fig. 5), which Suetonius says was ' a show place '-the 
phrase is Mr. Searle's, and translates ostenditur-7o or 8o years 
after the poet's death. Precisely on this ground, underlying and 
surrounding an old Franciscan monastery - and the church of 
S. Antonio (plate XIX 2), in the most picturesque spot of this most 
picturesque valley, stand the extensive remains of a villa of the 
Augustan period, which for many centuries was known as the Villa 
d'Orazio. Its date is fixed by the opus reticulatum, and some 
'republican ' mosaics. The villa and its outworks (fig. 7), on three 
levels, must have been built with difficulty and at considerable expense 
into the rocky hill-side. The most important room goes by the 
name of the ' nymphaeum' (figs. 6, 7), from the fact that in its walls 
there are still to be seen a number of small openings (plate xx, nos. i 
and 2) through which it is possible that jets of water (' emissae 

1 The elder Pliny (N.H. xvi, 87) says, " Apud 
Tiburtes exstant ilices tres etiam Tiburto conditore 
eorum vetustiores, apud quas inauguratus traditur." 
The modern grove referred to may well have 

consisted of descendants of the ong-lived trees 
referred to by Pliny. 

2 The Roman remdins are in the central part 
of the buildings seen across the valley. 
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HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 127 

nymphae ') were introduced to give coolness to the room, which, 
like the rest of the house, has a warm southern aspect. At the back 
of the villa ran two aqueducts,' tapped, no doubt, in Horace's time, 
as the Aqua Marcia (fig. 5) is to-day, for the use of residents at the 
villa. Inside the outer walls of the nymphaeum is more reticulated 
masonry, enclosing a channel or trough (fig. 6), adapted for carrying 
away the water from the jets or fountains just described. It will be 

remembered that, in the description given by Statius of the villa of 
Vopiscus on the other side of the valley, he speaks of a similar 
arrangement: " emissas per cuncta cubilia nymphas." 

It is probable, from what appear to be the remains of an altar 
in the apse, that the nymphaeum was converted at an early date 
into a Christian church, and if so its preservation is accounted for. 
The shape of the room is that of a small basilica. 

It was still open to view a hundred years ago, soon after which 
it was covered up and forgotten. When the property was bought 

FIG. 6. NORTH-WEST CORNER OF NYMPHAEUM (p. i2.6). 

1 Sce P.B.S.R. iii, p. t62. 
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I28 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

in 1879, by the late Mr. F. A. Searle, to whose enthusiasm and patient 
investigations the re-discovery of the nymphaeum and of much 
besides was due, " all that was to be seen from the outside to suggest 
early Roman remains was a small hole in the wall, i5 feet above the 
ground, and a piece of opus reticulatum in the adjoining wall." 

The view from this spot answers exactly to the descriptive 
epithets and phrases of Horace. The various points of interest in 
what I have called the Horatian Tibur cluster closely round it (fig. 5), 
and meet the eye as one looks down into the valley from the olives 
below the house. The building looks south, facing the falls. No- 
where is the spray so beautiful and so much in evidence as from here. 
Olives and other trees, which grow luxuriantly on this sunny slope, 
stretch down to the river bed; to the left is Horace's ' nemus,' 
the ' Tiburni lucus,' and on the hill above it stands the ruined 
convent of S. Ange]o, the site, as we believe it to have been, of the 
villa of Catullus (" 0 funde noster, seu Sabine seu Tiburs ") just 
in the line of division between Tiburtine territory and the Sabine 
hills. To the right of the great fall the arx and the twin temples of 
Vesta and Sibylla (plates xvii, xix) crown the precipice, and Tibur lies 
'supinum,' throwing itself back as it were on the cliff to catch the 
sun. Between us and the town flow the waters of the Anio, hurrying 
westward to the Campagna, " quae Tibur aquae fertile praefluunt." 
Surely no word could be more expressive of the position than 
'praefluunt,' as we look across the gorge at the town of Tivoli with 
the river flowing in front of it. 

Again, Horace uses of Tibur the word ' vacuum.' Our villa, 
on the further bank of the Anio, and separated from the town by 
the deep valley, would be more free than most places from the 
intrusions of troublesome visitors, a true holiday home. 

The great chasm (plate xvII) at our feet, into which the waters 
fall, is the " domus Albuneae resonantis." Just as at Cumae the 
Sibyl had her home in the great sea-caves, in which the imprisoned 
waters boomed and re-echoed, so here the Tiburtine Sibyl sent her 
deep-toned messages from cavernous depths of the narrow river-bed 
with its overhanging cliffs. I suggest that Horace, in using the 
word ' resonantis,' may possibly have had in his mind a very strange 
and beautiful natural phenomenon, well-known to sojourners in 
S. Antonio. Should anyone wake in the small hours of the morning, 
as he lies there in his bed above the falls, he will hear distinctly, 
amid the continuous roaring of the waters, throbbing and pulsating 
through the darkness, the sound of clear-toned bells, most musical. 
Visitors to the house often ask why the monks should disturb the 
peace of the night by ringing bells at so strange an hour. But these 
are no ordinary bells set in motion by monkish hands. What the 
cause of the phenomenon may be, no one has been able to say 
Possibly the clashing of the waters sets up sound-waves which are 
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HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. I29 

only audible in the quiet of midnight; or the sounds may be due 
to some varying of temperature in the limestone rocks comparable 
to those which are said to proceed at daybreak from the statue of 
Memnon in Egypt. Some have thought that the continual roar 
of the waters calls up in the listener's ear contrasting and com- 
plementary sounds: others, that the bell-like configuration of the 
hollows into which the waters fall, and perhaps some resonant quality 
in the limestone rock, are accountable for the phenomenon. The 
music of the bells of Tivoli, as far as the experience of the writer 
goes, is only heard at night. 

It has been objected that Horace could not have had a villa at 
Tibur, because he speaks of himself as " satis beatus unicis Sabinis " 
(Odes, ii, xviii). These words, however, were written when he was 
about 40; and he lived to be 57. His life at Tibur belonged almost 
entirely to his later years. Again, he is addressing his friend and 
benefactor Maecenas, and, as a modest man, he would naturally 
express himself with moderation. At any rate, it is clear that we 
cannot from this passage conclude that the poet never had a residence 
at Tibur. 

What, then, is our conclusion ? It is that Horace must have lived, 
and lived habitually, in this immediate neighbourhood. Why not 
in the traditional Villa d'Orazio ? If it is objected that the villa, 
with its hanging gardens and chambers hewn out of the rock, was 
too large and costly to have been built by a comparatively poor 
man such as Horace was, there is still an alternative. Seneca states 
that Maecenas, in his later years, strove to conquer the sleeplessness 
from which he suffered by living near the roar of falling waters 
(" aquarum fragoribus "). He would hardly find a spot more suitable 
for his purpose than this. It would require little effort of the 
imagination to suppose that he built himself a small villa in this 
place,1 and that he attached to it bachelor quarters for his friend 
Horace, whose constant companionship was so acceptable and so dear 
to him. In death, as in their lives, these friends were not parted 
for long. In Odes, II, xvii, Horace had said: 

Nec dis amicum est nec mihi te prius 
Obire, Maecenas. 
Ille dies (the day of death) utramque 
Ducet ruinam .... Ibimus, ibimus, 

Quocumque praecedes, supremum 
Carpere iter comites parati. 

Strangely and almost to the letter the prophecy was fulfilled. 
Horace died within a few weeks of the death of his friend and bene- 
factor, and was buried near him on the Esquiline. 

1 The belief that Maecenas had a villa at Tivoli 
is of old standing, but the so-called villa of 
Maecenas, looking out over the open country 
outside the gorge of the Anio, was the club-house 
of the Augustales (fig. 5) dedicated to Hercules, with 

whose temple in Tibur it was connected by an 
underground passage. It is, of course, possible that 
a villa of Maecenas stood there in earlier days: 
there is no evidence. 
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HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 131 

II. ROMAN REMAINS IN THE MONASTERY OF 

S. ANTONIO AT TIVOLI. 

By THOMAS ASHBY. 

The remains incorporated in the buildings of the monastery of 
S. Antonio, or existing in the garden below it, all belong to the 
Augustan period at the latest. 1 They fall into several groups; 
these will be clearly distinguished in the plan accompanying this paper 
(fig. 7), which is the work of Mr. F. G. Newton, student of the British 
School at Rome; the numbers in round brackets identify the remains 
shown upon it. 

The villa itself was naturally situated at the highest available 
point of the land, and the builders of the monastery, the date of 
which is quite unknown, selected it as a convenient foundation 
for their own constructions. We find some remains of it in the 
lower floor (ii), on the level of the refectory: the back wall (I3) 
was built against the rock, and portions of it, in opus reticulatum, 
are still visible in the kitchen and the next two rooms to the west, 
while some fragments of mosaic pavement may still be seen in 
place in three of the rooms on the south of the passage. In the 
easternmost we have a strip of white pavement z feet wide, running 
north and south, in which the tesserae are laid longitudinally :2 

this was enclosed on each side by a strip of black tesserae, 3-inch 
square, laid in the ordinary way, measuring 42 inches in width on 
the west side: on the east it is almost entirely broken away. The 
white strip seems to have framed a line of columns, for two travertine 
blocks, each i foot 52 inches in diameter, and 3 feet 9 inches apart, 
were found in position, and the circle marking the place where one 
of them stood may still be seen. To the west of this lies a similar 
pavement of white tesserae laid longitudinally, with fragments of 
dark marbles interspersed, which extends into the next room: while 
in the westernmost there is a pavement of black tesserae, each -16-inch 
square, variegated also with larger pieces of coloured marbles. 3 

It is possible that these rooms extended as far as the back wall 
mentioned above. Whether other rooms lay above them is uncertain, 

I I have already given a brief description of 
them in P.B.S.R. iii, i6i. 

2 They measure t by 4-inch. This style of 
pavement may be seen in the pre-Neronian 
Atrium Vestae and in the upper floor of the house 

ecently discovered by Comm. Boni under the 
lararium of the Flavian palace on the Palatine 

both of which are attributable to the end of the 
republic. 

3 Mr. Searle attributed these mosaic pavements 
to three different rooms, one of which was a 
passage six feet in width (Tibur Superbum, 92 
Yourn. Brit. and Amer. Arcbaeol. Soc. ii, 244). 
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I34 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

but probable. Certainly the upper level of the ancient villa extended 
eastward beyond the present boundary of the property, as the terrace- 
walls (14 and ga) show. And as the space below the present monastery 
was occupied by only a few large rooms, perhaps only three, there 
would not otherwise have been sufficient accommodation. 

The central room of this lower floor (i I), which supports the 
mosaic pavements just described, measures 32 feet 9 inches in width 
by 26 feet 3 inches in length, not including the apse (plate xx, no. I), 
which is 14 feet 9 inches in diameter. The side walls are double, 
there being a vaulted space (fig. 6 and plate xx, no. 2) between them 
I foot 4 inches in width: in the vaulting are terracotta down- 
pipes for fountain-jets (?), four on each side: the inner side of the 
vault, towards the room, was probably supported by columns, which 
would have been about II feet in height. These columns (figs. 8, 
9, io) would have been placed at the termination of the flat arches 
which are seen at intervals of about 2 feet 3 inches. 

A change, however, must very soon have been made in the 
decoration of this room. A second row of columns was probably 
added slightly farther forward, and a new entablature put above 
them, a mass of opus reticulatum high and thick being applied to 
the wall, on which the details were rendered in stucco (plate xx, no. 2): 

the cornice is still preserved in place at one point. 1 The column 
drum in brick (fig. 6), which at present stands on the west of the 
apse, is a later restoration, belonging perhaps to the time when the 
room was used as a church, a base for an altar being placed in the 
apse. The columns in any case had no structural function, as the 
roof was a barrel vault (plate xx, no. 2) resting on the side walls. 
There are considerable traces in the apse of its having been decorated 
in stucco (plate xx, no. I and fig. io), the panels being framed with 
lines of marine shells.2 The pavement was of small, fine, white 
mosaic, 3 a little of which is still preserved. The front of this 
nymphaeum was no doubt open, but there is enough opus reticulatum4 
in the upper part of the monastery wall on the west side to show 
that this preserves the ancient front line. 

A restoration of the nymphaeum, which is shewn in figs. 8, 9 
and 10, is the work of Miss Ethel M. Charles, A.R.I.B.A. 

In the nymphaeum are said to have been found two brick 
stamps5 and also some fragments of terracotta, though it is difficult 
to see where the brick construction came in, and they may have 
been brought from elsewhere. 6 

1 cf. the view of the interior in Rossini's Con- 
torni di Ronta (I824-6), tav. 22. 

2 Nibby (Analisi, iii, zzi) saw marble facing- 
slabs and stucco in some of the rooms, no doubt 
including this one. 

The cubes are A-inch square and h-inch thick. 
4 The opus reticulatum is rough, of local lime- 

stone, with stone quoins: the cubes average 
3g-inch square, and the mortar joints vary in 
thickness from g to I inch. 

5 Published in P.B.S.R. iii, I62, n. 2. 
6 The correct reading of the first is CAECILIA 

EXOcHI. Dessau's conjecture in Eph. Epigr. ix 
p. 50o, no. 977, is thus only partly correct. 
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HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 135 

This hall is set forward 3 feet from the rest of the villa, and is 
separated from it on each side by a space about I foot 7 inches wide: 
the east and west walls of the nymphaeum go right through, and 
are faced in opus reticulatum, while the adjacent walls of the rest 
of the building are of concrete, which was set against a plank framing. 
On the east the upper part of the building is carried over the space 

by stone slabs set diagonally. It is unlikely that we have here any 
difference in date, owing to the fact that the back wall in the rooms 
above goes right through, and the space was probably an air-space, 
to keep the walls of the nymphaeum dry. 

On the east of the nymphaeum is a large room (io on fig. 7), the 
vaulting of which is now divided into two barrel-vaults. The pillar in 
the centre and the groining connected witlh it are modern additions, 
and it is uncertain whether the roof was originally a single barrel. 
The outside of the east wall of this room is perhaps to be seen on 
the west side of the steps descending to the garden, and the original 

FIG. IO. S. ANTONIO: CROSS SECTION OF NYMPHAEUM (P. I34). 

Scale: ls inch to one foot. 
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I36 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

villa-as indeed the original monastery-extended no further to the 
east. In the portion of the villa to the west of the nymphaeum (ioa) 
the ancient facing in opus reticulatum may be seen on the south 
wall, but the interior, in part inaccessible, is occupied by reservoirs, 
which do not seem to be ancient. A hole recently made, however, 
showed that the exterior of the west wall of the ancient villa coincided 
with the west side of the west wall of the refectory of the monastery, 
as some opus reticulatum was found in position under it. 

To the west of the house, and on the same level, there is a supporting 

wall of opus reticulatum (i2) running diagonally: and about 33 feet 
above it is a wall of rough stones of quite uncertain date, but similar 
in character to the undoubtedly ancient walls below (4a, 4b). To 
the east are other walls (7, 8), at a divergent orientation, the same 
as that found in the lower terraces of the villa. Under the 
eastern boundary-wall of the property, which falls steeply, is 
a descending passage (9), possibly ancient, with deposit in it, 
4 feet in width. faced with opus incertumr; it may be seen about 
33 feet below the eastern entrance gate. About 40 feet to the 

FIG. II. S. ANTONIO: OPUS QUADRATUM ABOVE NORTH-EAST CORNER OF 

TERRACE (P. I 37). 
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HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. I37 

east,-at (9a), is a vertical shaft from the upper of the two aqueducts, '- 
4 feet 7 inches wide, containing much deposit. This was no doubt 
for the water-supply of the villa. 

We now come to the lower terraces of the villa, which are on 
the same orientation as the upper terrace wall (9a), but diverge 
considerably from that of the monastery. 

Further to the west, and a little lower down than the wall (I 2), 

at the extreme western boundary, are some projecting substructions of 
opus reticulatum (6) of a somewhat finer character than that of the 
nymphaeum. They consist of arched niches, and are intended to 
support the hill-side: no buildings rested on them. Further to 
the east, and a little lower down, are similar triangular niches resting 
on a massive concrete substruction (5), which runs straight, and is 
intended to fulfil the same purpose. 

At about the same level, immediately below the modern house, 
is a double terrace (i) (plate xxi, no. i). The upper supporting wall 
(3) 3has pillars in front of it connected by arcades. Behind this wall 
are two earlier walls (fig. i i) supporting the ground above (4a, 4b), 
both of them of very irregular opus quadratum, the angle-blocks 
being slightly squared.4 

The front of the lower terrace-wall has almost entirely fallen, but 
some arches (plate xxi, no. 2 and ib on fig. 7), slightly on the skew, 
remain at its west end, and on the east three barrel-vaulted chambers 
(2) have been added subsequently, in order to increase the space 
available, though they did not project so far as the main terrace. This 
measures some I46 by 55 feet, and was no doubt intended for a garden,. 
having perhaps an open flank in the centre, like the lower terrace of 
the villa of Quintilius Varus5 (plate xxi, no. i). 

Of the various antiquities preserved at S. Antonio only some' 
fragments of terracotta antefixae and a Hebrew inscription belong 
to the site.6 Others were collected by the late Mr. F. A. Searle,. 
and include a Doric frieze I2- inches high, two Ionic capitals from 
a vineyard near S. Pastore, a bust and two feet, an Ionic epistyle 
from the church of S. Biagio, a fragment of a funerary inscription,. 

CAM 

ViXIT. A. VIII 

and a piece of fine white mosaic with pieces of coloured marble 

1P.B.S.R. iii, i6i. 
2 The cubes average 31 inches square, and 

the mortar joints g-inch wide. 
It is of concrete, faced with large irregular opus 

eticulatum, the cubes averaging 41' inches square, 
and the mortar joints 3 to iApg inches. One of the 
horizontal bands into which it is divided is 3 feet 
6 inches in height. 

4 I had doubted the antiquity of the upper 
wall in P.B.S.R. iii, i62, but perhaps without 
sufficient reason. 

5 P.B.S.R. iii, I54, 156. 
6 Translation of Hebrew inscription: " Rabbi 

Judah, son of the honourable Rabbi Joab. His, 
repose is in the garden of Eden." 
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138 HORACE S VILLA AT TIVOLI. 

interspersed: the tesserae are -y-inch square, and the same in depth. 
There is also a head of a laughing boy. 

In the roof of the hall are the arms of cardinal Giambattista 
Castagna, afterwards pope Urban VII, who was created cardinal in 
December, I583. Giustiniani's conjecture1 that the Franciscans 
obtained the church about this date (there being no earlier record of 
it) is therefore correct. Nothing else seems to be known of the 
connexion of cardinal Castagna with Tivoli. 

I De' Vescovi e de' Governatori di Tivoli, an appendix to Marzi, Historia ampliata di Tivoli 

(Rome, I645), p. 30. 
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J.R.S. vol. Iv (1914). PLATE XVII. 

TIVOLI. LOOKING SOUTH-WVEST FROM THE SUPPOSED 'TIBURNI LUCUS' (PP. I24f.) 
From a picture by J. W. M. Turner in the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
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J.R.S. vol. iv. (I914). PLATE XVIII. 
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J.R.S. vol. IV (1914). PLATE XX. 
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J.R.S. vol. iv (1914). PLATE XXI. 

NO. I. S. ANTONIO: TERRACE BELOW VILLA (P. 137). 

NO. 2. ARCHES SUPPORTING WEST END OF TERRACE (p. 137). 
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